
 

Introduction to Gifted: A Parent Handbook 

The mission of the Kansas Association for the Gifted, Talented, and Creative is to promote, 
support, and meet the special needs of our talented, intellectually and creatively gifted youth. 
 

A GIFT FROM KGTC 

Raising and nurturing a gifted child can be an exciting yet daunting challenge.  Unfortunately, 

these complicated little people do not come with instruction manuals. . .  The uniqueness of their 

giftedness renders them particularly vulnerable and requires modifications in parenting, teaching, 

and counseling in order for them to develop optimally.  (The Columbus Group, 1991, in Morelock, 

1992)          

 

Thousands of 
geniuses live and 
die undiscovered 
by themselves or 

others. 
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Rationale 

This parent handbook is an introduction for parents of gifted students, university 

students pursuing a gifted-education licensure, gifted facilitators, regular educators, or for 

anyone who would like to learn more about gifted education in Kansas and the Kansas 

Association for the Gifted, Talented, and Creative (KGTC).  It is a briefly-etched roadmap 

to the larger expanses of highways and byways for those who seek to expand their 

knowledge for gifted special services in Kansas. 

 



PLANNING FOR GIFTED STUDENTS: 
WHAT MAKES THEM DIFFERENT? 

Common Myths: 

 Gifted students are a homogeneous group, all high achievers. 

 Gifted students do not need help:  If they are really gifted, they can manage on their own. 

 Gifted students have fewer problems than others because their intelligence and abilities somehow 
exempt them from the hassles of daily life. 

 The future of a gifted student is assured:  A world of opportunities lies before the student. 

 Gifted students are self-directed:  They know where they are heading. 

 The social and emotional development of the gifted student is at the same level as his or her 
intellectual development. 

 Gifted underachievers need to be pushed to try harder; they need to get organized. 

 Gifted students are social isolates. 

 The primary value of the gifted student lies in his or her brainpower. 

 ¢ƘŜ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

 Gifted students need to serve as examples to others and should always assume extra responsibility. 

 Gifted students can accomplish anything they put their minds to.  All they have to do is apply them. 

 Gifted students are naturally creative and do not need encouragement. 
Sandra Berg, Gifted Students and College 

Who is Gifted?   

A gifted person is someone who shows, or has the potential for showing, an exceptional level of 

performance in one or more areas of expression. Gifted and talented individuals come in many shapes and 

forms.  There are some norms but the students are not limited to only those identifiers.  Be aware every 

student can be different and will demonstrate strengths at different times. ά{ǳŎƘ ŀǎ Φ Φ Φ 

 Einstein was four years old before he could speak and seven before he could read. 

 Isaac Newton did poorly in grade school. 

 When Thomas Edison was a boy, his teachers told him he was too stupid to learn anything. 

 Abraham Lincoln entered The Black Hawk War as a captain and came out a private. 

 Winston Churchill failed the sixth grade.έ aƛƭǘƻƴ 9Φ [ŀǊǎƻn (from Beverly Fink) 
 
 

CHARACTERISTICS 

Children with high ability may exhibit many, but not necessarily all, of these characteristics: 

 Has an outstanding memory; possesses a broader base of knowledge than peers 

 May be an early reader 

 Has an advanced vocabulary for chronological age 

 Learns rapidly, easily and efficiently 

 Enjoys learning 

 Thrives on complexity 

 Has the ability to concentrate for long periods of time 



 May be impatient and intolerant 

 Self-initiates learning 

 Asks thoughtful or penetrating questions 

 Is curious about many and different things 

 Has diverse interests 

 Is intense; gets totally absorbed in activities and thoughts 

 Is comfortable with abstract thinking 

 Is an analytical thinker; perceives subtle cause-and-effect relationships 

 May be able to attend to two or more things simultaneously 

 Cares about ethical or humanitarian issues at an early age 

 Sets high standards for him/herself as well as others 

 Is persistent and highly motivated 

 Has a sophisticated sense of humor; loves to play with words 

 Transfers concepts and learning to new situations 

 Sees connections between apparently unconnected ideas and activities 

 May prefer the company of older children or adults 

 Works well independently 

 Exhibits leadership ability in peer groups 

 Displays original ideas; flexibility in problem solving situations 

 Sees endless possibilities for various situations or uses for objects 
 Has an outstanding sense of humor, loves to play with words and ideas (A Guide for Parents of High Ability 

Students in Kansas State Department of Education) 

 

SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL ISSUES 

Parenting and working successfully with gifted students to facilitate realization of their potential 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ  LŦ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
student in his/her pursuit of sustained academic rigor in individual interest areas. 

 

¢ƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭκŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜŀƭƳ ƛǎ άŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ development of gifted 
youngsters.  However, it is a painful and elusive subject for so many of our gifted young people.  An 
observer, not familiar with the characteristics of giftedness, might think that above-average intelligence, 
ability, and talent would produce a high sense of self, enabling children to feel secure and pleased with 
themselves.  But we who work and live with bright children know that the opposite is too often the case.  
¢ƘŜƛǊ ŀƎŜ ǇŜŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜΣ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƛǊŘ ƻǊ ΨƎŜŜƪǎΦΩ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ 
them to conform to grade-level requirements, following a prescribed, but confining curriculum.  At times 
ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻƻŘ ǎǿƛƴƎǎ ς from great job to uncontrollable tears, their 
sense of inadequacy, and their intense concentration on interests to the exclusion of everything else. 

 
In the words of Henry David Thoreau, talented author, poet, and philosopher: 
 

óIf a man does not keep pace with his companions, 

Perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer. 

Let him step to the music which he hears, 

However measured or for away.ô 



ñThe self-esteem of children who are different is often fragile.  The teen years are especially painful.  

Gifted children at any age require the support and understanding and encouragement of parents and 

teachers.  They need to know itôs okay to be gifted.ò  Knopper, Dorothy, ñPublisherôs Perspective,ò 

Understanding Our Gifted, Winter 2006, p. 2.  Reprinted with Permission, Open Space Communications, 

LLC. 800-494-6178 / www.openspacecomm.com 
 

Galbraith, Judy and Delisle, James.  The Gifted Kids Survival Guide: A Teen Handbook, 1996 
Webb, James T. Guiding the Gifted Child, 1989. 

 

UNDERACHIEVEMENT AND THE GIFTED CHILD: 
ά²Ƙȅ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǎƳŀǊǘΚέ 

There is perhaps no situation more frustrating for parents or teachers than living or working with 

children who do not perform as well academically as their potential indicates.  These children are labeled 

as underachievers.  At what point does underachievement end and achievement begin?  Is a gifted 

student who is failing mathematics while doing superior work in reading an underachiever?  Does 

underachievement occur suddenly, or is it better defined as a series of poor performances over an 

extended time period?  Certainly, the phenomenon of underachievement is as complex and multifaceted 

as the children to whom this label has been applied. 

The characteristic most frequently and consistently found among gifted underachievers is low self-

esteem.  Related to this is their sense of low personal control over their own lives.  If they fail at a task, 

they blame their lack of ability.  If they succeed, they may attribute their success to luck, accepting 

responsibility for failure but not for success.  Students with low-self esteem tend to have avoidance 

behavior, rebel against authority, expectations of low grades and perfectionism.  These behaviors, among 

others, serve as defense mechanisms for the underachieving child.  Underachieving children protect their 

self-esteem by avoiding effort and achievement in order to justify their failure.  Some of the 

characteristics associated with gifted underachievers are poor study habits, problems with peers, home 

ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ŀƴ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 

ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ŘŀǿŘƭŜΣ ƭƻǎŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎǇƭŀŎŜ ōƻƻƪǎΤ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŀȅŘǊŜŀƳΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΣ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

window or talk too much to other children.  Other underachievers are more concerned about finishing 

first than doing quality work and will hurry through assignments and make careless errors. 

Children are not born underachievers.  It is a learned behavioral pattern, which can be reversed.  The 

reversal of this pattern takes the combined efforts of parents, teachers, and the student understanding 

and applying proper strategies and techniques.  Contact the gifted facilitator in your school for assistance 

if you suspect your child is an underachiever. Resources: Rimm, Sylvia, Why Bright Kids Get Poor Grades, 1995 

POSSIBLE CHALLENGES 

 Uneven development 

 Resentment by peers 

 Excessive self-criticism 

 Unrealistic high expectations 

 Avoidance of risk-taking 

 Over-indulgence in diverse activities 

http://www.openspacecomm.com/


 Self-criticism and focus on disabilities, weaknesses 

 Resistance to traditions and expectations 

 Conflict with fitting in and developing potential 

 Academic underachievement 

 Impatient with others, dislikes basic routine 

 Asks embarrassing questions 

 Strong-willed; resists direction 

 Resists routine practice; questions teaching procedures 

 Dislikes unclear, illogical areas (e.g. traditions, feelings) 

 Worries about humanitarian concerns 

 Constructs complicated rules; often seen as bossy 

 Uses words to manipulate 

 Intolerant, perfectionist, may become depressed 

 May be seen as disruptive, out of step 

 Neglects duties or people during periods of focus; resists interruptions; displays stubbornness 

 Sensitive to criticism or peer rejection 

 Frustrated with inactivity; may be seen as hyperactive 

 May reject parent or peer input; nonconformist 

 May appear disorganized or scattered; frustrated over lack of time 

 aŀȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άŎƭŀǎǎ Ŏƭƻǿƴέ ŦƻǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΤ ǇŜŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊExcellence Through 

Partnership, Cherry Creek CO Schools 
 

HOW DOES MY CHILD QUALIFY FOR SERVICES? 

Since programs for students with high ability are offered through special education, a student must be 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ƻǊ άǉǳŀƭƛŦȅΦέ  Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ collected from 
a variety of sources must indicate that the student (1) is a child with giftedness, and (2) has demonstrated 
need for special education services.  In other words, information collected during the evaluation would 
need to show that the child ƳŜŜǘǎ YŀƴǎŀǎΩ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
that cannot be met through general education alone. 
The Kansas Special Education Regulations recommends that schools employ a team problem-solving 

assessment model (PSAM) to address the needs of all students as well as to identify the needs of all 

students including those with high ability.  The process of identifying the educational needs of a student 

begins with providing classroom interventions and, if warranted, continues through with an assessment 

ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ needs.  (Kansas 

State Department of Education) 

CRITERIA FOR IDENTIFYING GIFTED STUDENTS:  

 The standardized process for identifying students for the gifted program includes input from parents, 

teachers, students, and additional education professionals.  A School Team has been assembled in each 

school.  After referral has been received, the following procedures will probably be implemented but 

check with your own school district: 



 



KANSAS MANDATE 

Historical background in Kansas: 

1949: Kansas legislature authorized special education for exceptional children (including intellectually gifted) 

1961: State Board of Education passed first formal guidelines for gifted programs 

1969: Services were state mandated for the disabled handicapped (including giftedness) 

1971:  Services were state mandated for the learning disabled (including giftedness) 

1974:  Services for all program areas of exceptionality werŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ άŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇƭŀƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ 

ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΦέ 

1975:  Kansas State Board of Education adopted the above plan with gifted education identified as one area 

1978: Legislature mandated implementation of Gifted Education Services, effective  

1980 Effective Practices for Gifted Education in Kansas, KGTC & Kansas Department of Education 

2009 Revised Effective Practices for Gifted Education in Kansas 

Historical background ς Federal: 

Since 1972, a federal definition has guided most state definitions (Marland,1972).  State education 

standards, based on the federal definitions, provide guidelines that can effect, determine which students 

might be provided with special services. 

Public Law 100-297 (1988) has provided schools with the most current national definition of 

giftedness: 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƎƛŦǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ 

performance capability in areas such as intellectual, creative, artistic, or leadership capacity, or in 

specific academic fields, and who require services or activities not ordinarily provided by the school 

in order to fully develop such capabilities.  (PL 100-297, Sec. 4103. Definitions) 

During the past 20 years, groundbreaking research has provided us with new conceptions of 

intelligence and challenged us to redefine giftedness (Gardner, 1985; Ramos-Ford & Gardner, 1991; 

Sternberg, 1985, 1986, 1991).  Traditional assessment practices and procedures have been questioned.  A 

recent Department of Education report Ross, 1993) argued for broadened definition of giftedness and 

challenging curriculum standards for all students, including those who are talented.  Despite compelling 

arguments to broaden our conceptions of gifted, students are often identified because they are 

academically talented, high-achieving students who have acquired strong test tasking skills.  There are, 

however, many gifted students who are not identified nor provided with challenging learning 

opportunities and who to achieve their potential should be provided with appropriate services. 

 

 



INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION PLAN (IEP) 

Kansas has mandated gifted services for students identified by local district criteria.  We are one of 

several states which have such a mandate.  In Kansas gifted students receive the same guarantees of 

students with disabilities for an appropriate individual educational program to meet their educational, 

academic needs and interests.  Other states require identification only.  Sometimes the district is eligible 

for federal funding in addition to state funding if the student also has an additional identification (see 

number 2 below) which qualifies the student under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  Such 

studŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ά¢ǿƛŎŜ 9ȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭΦέ 

3. The Individual Education Plan is a written legal document which is usually developed at the initial 

meeting when a student is identified (and at least yearly thereafter) and signed by all present of 

the ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ L9t ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

development and planning includeςς 

 the student (if appropriate ς ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
child involved for various reasons), 

 parents 

 licensed gifted service provider who will be working with the student 

 school personnel who can interpret testing results and describe methods or strategies which may 
best meet the academic/intellectual needs of the gifted student 

 regular education teacher(s) who have or will be working with the gifted student 

 ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ 

 a building principal or administrative designee capable of committing school funds for certain 
educational ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ specific needs 

 any other personnel who will be providing any agreed upon special education or related services, 
including mentors from the private sector  (engineers, artists, etc.) or an educational advocate 
 

4. Justification for removal from regular education classes or pull out time must be addressed.  

Gifted students are usually expected to take Kansas Assessments with their class/age mates in 

various subject areas.  This must also be addressed in the IEP.  ACT, PSAT and/or SAT preparation 

may be included in the IEP.  In the case of a twice-exceptional student with more than just a gifted 

identification, but another special education identification as well (i.e., Attention Deficit Disorder 

with or without Hyperactivity, specific Learning Disabilities, Deafness, Emotional Disturbance, 

Other Health Impaired, Blind), the IEP meeting for the student will include service providers with 

licensure in the area of disability.  Additional federal funding under IDEA (Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act) is available to these students for special education service needs.  After 

the signing of the IEP, it is considered a legal document outlining special services to be 

implemented. 

 

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
physical history, social, emotional, needs and what gifted services will best meet his or her current and 
future educational and career planning needs.  Special instructional methods or strategies may include 



acceleration, compacting coursework or curriculum, grade skipping, testing out for credit, dual credit, 
availability or dual credit for high school and college coursework (family must the financial expense), and 
other services such as transportation, financial responsibility for special technology or other bear 
equipment for gifted projects, curriculum, etc.  Long-range planning for middle and high school students 
should address Advanced Placement, Honors classes, International Baccalaureate classes as well as 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Yŀƴǎŀǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ wŜƎŜƴǘΩǎ /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǊƛƴƎŜƴǘ Yŀƴǎŀǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊ /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ  aŀƴȅ 
gifted high school students have earned college credits by the time they graduate from high school.  
Special attention needs to be given to the number of college credits so that a student would not be 
deemed ineligible for some scholarships if she or he had too many college credits.  There are those gifted 
students who may choose to pursue advanced vocational technical schoolwork, university work in music 
or other arts, and on-the-job site educational training.  Strict attention should be paid to available transfer 
of college credit in such instances. 
 

2.  An IEP transfers with the student who may move from one Kansas school district to another.  A new IEP 

meeting may need to be held.  In the case of a gifted student transferring from another state, an IEP meeting 

may be held to consider eligibility for gifted services in the Kansas school district.  Gifted criteria in other 

states may not be the same as those required for Kansas gifted eligibility in local districts. 

More detailed information on Individual Education Plans is available through 

 licensed gifted personnel, 

 the school district, 

 education services center or special education cooperative, 

 The Effective Practices Manual for Gifted Education in Kansas (available on the KGTC website). 
 

The parental rights document provided through the Kansas Department of Education is also a resource to 

answer questions.  KGTC is an additional resource for parent, student and educational personnel 

members. 

INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION PLAN (IEP) 

Kansas has mandated gifted services for student identified by local district criteria.  We are one of 

several states, which have such a mandate.  In Kansas gifted students receive the same guarantees of 

students with disabilities for an appropriate individual educational program to meet their educational, 

academic needs and interests.  Other states require identification only.  Sometimes the district is eligible 

for federal funding in additional to state funding id the student also has an additional identification (see 

number 2 below), which qualities the student under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  Such 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ά¢ǿƛŎŜ 9ȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭΦέ 

1.  The Individual Education Plan is a written legal document which is usually developed at the initial 

meeting when a student is identified (and at least yearly thereafter) and signed by all present of the 

ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ L9t ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

development and planning include ςς 



 the student (if appropriate ς ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
child involved for various reasons) 

 parents 

 licensed gifted services provider who will be working with the student, 

 school personnel who can interpret testing results and describe methods or strategies which may 
best meet the 

 academic/intellectual needs of the gifted student ,regular education teacher(s) who have or will be 
working with the gifted student, 

 ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ 

 a building principal or administrative designee capable of committing school funds for certain 
educaǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

 any other personnel who will be providing any agreed upon special education or related services, 
including mentors from the private sector (engineers, artists, etc.) or an educational advocate. 
 

Justification for removal from regular education classes or pull out time must be addressed.  Gifted 

students are usually expected to take Kansas Assessments with their class/age mates in various subject 

areas.  This must also be addressed in the IEP.  ACT, PSAT and/or SAT preparation may be included in the 

IEP.  In the case of a twice-exceptional student with more than just a gifted identification, but another 

special education identification as well (i.e., Attention Deficit Disorder with or without Hyperactivity, 

specific Learning Disabilities, Deafness, Emotional Disturbance, Other Health Impaired, Blind), the IEP 

meeting for the student will include service providers with licensure in the area of disability.  Additional 

federal funding under IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) is available to these students for 

special education service needs.  After the signing of the IEP, it is considered a legal document outlining 

special services to be implemented. 

 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO KNOW? 

SOME COMMON EDUCATIONAL APPREVIATIONS IN KANSAS 

(A more comprehensive dictionary of such education, gifted education, special education acronyms and 

initialisms can be found on the www.kgtc.org website under Resources and Materials   όά!ƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

±ƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅέύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ά! [ŜȄƛŎƻƴ ƻŦ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ нллт !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

Supervision and Curriculum Development.) 

ACT ςς American College Test 
AMUN ςς American Model United Nations 
AP ςς Advanced Placement 
ADD ςς Attention Deficit Disorder 
ADHD ςς Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder 
COMP. EVAL. ςς Comprehensive Evaluation 
Duke TIP ςς Duke University Talent Identification Program 
ERIC ςς Educational Resources Information Center 
IB ςς International Baccalaureate (Classes) 
IDEA ςς Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
IEP ςς Individual Education Plan 

http://www.kgtc.org/


K.S.A. ςς Kansas Statutes Annotated 
KGTC ςς Kansas Association for Gifted, Talented and Creative 
KLFA ςς Kansas Learning First Alliance 
KSBE ςς Kansas Board of Education 
KSDE ςς Kansas State Department of Education 
LEA ςς Local Education Agency 
LRE ςς Least restrictive Environment 
MENSA ςς International Society for Intellectual Research and Social Activities 
NAGC ςς National Association for Gifted Children 
NCLB ςς No Child Left Behind Act 
NMSQT ςς National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
NRC/GT ςς National Research Center for Gifted and Talented 
PSAM ςς Problem Solving Assessment Model 
PSAT/NMSQT ςς Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
RE-EVAL. ςς (three year) comprehensive re-evaluation process of whether student still requires special education to meet 
   exceptional/educational needs 
SAT ςς Aptitude Test Scholastic 
SENG ςς Supporting Emotional Needs of Gifted 
STEM ςς Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (Education) 
TAG ςς Talented and Gifted 
USD ςς United School District 
WAIS ςς Weschler Adult Intelligence Scale 
WISC ςς Weschler Intelligence Scale for Children 
 

TIPS FOR PARENTS 

Please read the Parent Manual, Effective Companion Practices for Gifted/Talented for a full 

explanation of each of the following points. 

 Know the ladder of protocol in the school 
Start at the beginning rung of the ladder and be positive 

 Build a relationship with the classroom teacher. 
The teacher is your first-line of support  -be respectful of his/her time, responsibilities, needs 

 Advocate within the system 
Learn how to do this before you begin 

 Build a relationship with the school board 
Stay current on board issues so you can speak with a knowledge base 

 Look for resources within the community 
Seek the support of community business and community members 

 Network at the state/national level 
 

Learn the responsibilities of every level of state and ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ άǇƭŀȅŜǊέΥ 

V Legislators 



V Department of Education Employees 

V State Board of Education members 

Resources: 

Alvino, James, tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ wŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ DƛŦǘŜŘ ¢ƻŘŘƭŜǊ, 1989. 
DeVries, Arlene and James Webb, Gifted Parent Groups: The SENG Model, 2007. 
Galbraith, Judy, You Know Your Child Is Gifted When, 2000. 
Knopper, Dorothy, Parent Education, Parents as Partners 
Rimm, Sylvia, How to Parent So Children Will Learn, 1990. 
Smuty, Joan Franklin, Stand Up for Your Gifted Child, 2001. 
Walker, Sally Yahnke, The Survival Guide for Parents of Gifted Kids,1991. 
²ŜōōΣ WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ hǘƘŜǊǎΣ DǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ DƛŦǘŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ нллпΦ 
²ŜōōΣ WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ hǘƘŜǊǎΣ ! tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ DƛŦǘŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ нллтΦ 
 

ORGANIZATON SUPPORT 

(Listing in alphabetical order) 

 

The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) 1920 Association Drive; Reston, VA 22191-1589, 1-888-

232-7733 www.cec.sped.org 

This organization includes a division called TAG (Talented and Gifted) and publishes a newsletter 4 

times per year as well as the Journal for the Education of the Gifted. 

Kansas Gifted, Talented, and Creative (KGTC) An affiliate of the National Association for Gifted 

Children.  It holds an annual state-wide Fall Conference.  It publishes an electronic newsletter, the 

Bugle, for its members and posts it to the website http://www.kgtc.org/. 

National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC)  1707 L Street, NW, Suite 550; Washington, D.C. 

22036(202)-785-4268  http://www.nagc.org/  A nonprofit organization of which KGTC is an affiliate. 

Supporting Emotional needs of Gifted (SENG)  P.O. Box 6074 Scottsdale, AZ 85261 

http://www.sengifted.org   (480)-370-2193 
 
World Council for Gifted and Talented Children, Inc. 
18401 Hiawatha Street   Northridge, CA 91326 
818-368-7501  www.WorldGifted.org 
 

 
COMPETITIONS/ACTIVITIES 

American Model United Nations International:  http://www.amun.org 
Continental Mathematics League, Inc.: http://www.continentalmathematicsleague.com/ 
Future Problem Solving Program:  http://www.fpsp.org/ 
International Geography Olympiad:  http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ 
Kansas Robotics League:  http://kansasrobotleague.org  

http://www.cec.sped.org/
http://www.kgtc.org/
http://www.nagc.org/
http://www.sengifted.org/
http://www.worldgifted.org/
http://www.amun.org/
http://www.continentalmathematicsleague.com/
http://www.fpsp.org/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://kansasrobotleague.org/


Knowledge Master Open:  http://www.greatauk.com/ 
Math Counts:  http://mathcounts.org/ 
Math Olympiads:  http://www.moems.org/ 
National Geography Bee:  http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee/ 
National History Day Competition:http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/nationalcontest.htm 
National Science Olympiad:  http://www.soinc.org/ 
Odyssey of the Mind:  http://www.odysseyofthemind.com/ 
Scripps National Spelling Bee:  http://www.spellingbee.com 
The Stock Market Game:  http://www.smgww.org/ 
The United States Academic Decathlon:  http://www.usad.org/ 
Word Masters Challenge:  http://www.wordmasterschallenge.com/ 
 

USEFUL WEBSITES 

Advanced Placement Courses and Exams College Boards: 
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/Controller.jpf 
The Association for the Gifted, a division of Council for Exceptional Children, (focuses on giftedness): 
http://www.cectag.org/ 
Center for Talent Dev. Northwestern University:  http://www.ctd.northwestern.edu 
Duke University Talent Identification Program:  http://www.tip.duke.edu 
ERIC Clearinghouse on Disabilities and Gifted Education: http://www.ericec.org/  
Gifted Advocacy/Resource Group:  http://www.hoagiesgifted.org  
Gifted Development Center:  http://www.gifteddevelopment.com/ 
Gifted Education 2.0: http://giftededucation.ning.com/  
Gifted Education Communicator:  http://www.cagifted.org/Pages/Publications/communicator.html 
Gifted Education Press:  http://www.giftededpress.com/ 
International Baccalaureate Organization:  http://www.ibo.org/ 
Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth:  http://cty.jhu.edu/ 
Kansas State Department of Education:  http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=2585  
Mensa:  http://www.mensa.org/ 
Neag Center for Gifted Education & Talent Development: http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/ 
Parenting for High Potential:  http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=1180  

http://www.greatauk.com/
http://mathcounts.org/
http://www.moems.org/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee/
http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/nationalcontest.htm
http://www.soinc.org/
http://www.odysseyofthemind.com/
http://www.spellingbee.com/
http://www.smgww.org/
http://www.usad.org/
http://www.wordmasterschallenge.com/
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/Controller.jpf
http://www.cectag.org/
http://www.ctd.northwestern.edu/
http://www.tip.duke.edu/
http://www.ericec.org/
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/
http://www.gifteddevelopment.com/
http://giftededucation.ning.com/
http://www.cagifted.org/Pages/Publications/communicator.html
http://www.giftededpress.com/
http://www.ibo.org/
http://cty.jhu.edu/
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=2585
http://www.mensa.org/
http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/
http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=1180

